POLAND RESURRECTED
once a vassal to Poland, and economically and strategi-
cally important to Poland's independent existence, was
left in German hands. By the creation, or more precisely
the re-creation, of the corridor to the sea, East Prussia
became once again a German island, separated from the
main body of Prussia as it had been before the parti-
tions of Poland. Two million Polish-speaking Protestants
living in the Mazurian lake region to the south of East
Prussia were to decide their fate by plebiscite. A similar
method was chosen by die Peace Conference to decide
the fate of Upper Silesia, in which region also the German
and Polish populations were inextricably mixed. A
dispute with the Czechs over the Duchy of Teschen
(the Polish Ciescyn) which, although largely Polish-
speaking, was histoiically a province of the Bohemian
crown, was decided in favour of the new State of
Czechoslovakia.
The most difficult of all the problems raised by the
resurrection of Poland was that of the status of Danzig.
Danzig had been for centuries Poland's natural outlet
to the sea. Although largely German in population, it
had in Hanseatic times been a free city owning allegiance
to the Kings of Poland. Economically dependent upon
its Polish hinterland, it could not be divorced from the
new Polish State without ruin to itself and grave em-
barrassment to the Poles. The city lies at the mouth of
the Vistula, and is thereby of the utmost strategic im-
portance to the country through which that river flows.
Without possession of Danzig, or at least the assurance
of its permanent neutrality, die viability and economic
independence of Poland would have been insecure.
Even the narrow strip of Polish territory running north-
wards to the Baltic between East Prussia and the port of
Danzig, on the coast of which the Polish port of Gdynia
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